Foray Sites.

These offer birding potential, and the ability to park off the road, although the parking is limited in some cases.  They are useful in developing survey routes and many of them have been marked as hot spots in Virginia eBird.  

Greensville County

Sector designations

NW – north of 58 west of 95

NE – north of 58 east of 95

SW – south of 58 west of 95

SE – south of 58 east of 95

NW - Slagles Lake

Latitude:  36.745

Longitude:  -77.53
North of Emporia – this is hard to find.  There is unmarked access off Water Wheel Road.  From I-95 take exit 13 Rte 614 Otterdam Road and go west to the intersection with Water Wheel Road.  Follow Water Wheel Road almost to the intersection with Rte 610 Slagles Lake Road.  The unmarked access is a narrow road on the right hand side just before the intersection.  There is parking at the water side and a footbridge over the weir.

NW - Nottoway River Boat Landing

Latitude:  36.846
Longitude:  -77.56

 Public boat landing off Nottoway Road Rt. 651 off Wyatts Mill Road Rt. 608 just west of Fields Crossroads.

SW - Emporia Reservoir (Meherrin River)

Latitude:  36.697
Longitude:  -77.558

West of Emporia – public boat landing near the dam at the end of Wiggins Road in Emporia.  Wiggins Road is the first street west of the I-95/US 58 interchange off West Atlantic Street; the Hampton Inn is on the corner.

SE - Veteran’s Memorial Park
This city park in Emporia allows access to the Meherrin River. It is located on South Main Street adjacent to the Greensville County government complex.   See  http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/site.asp?trail=1&loop=CTW&site=CTW10
SE - Taylor’s Millpond

Latitude:  36.576
Longitude:  -77.448

In SE Greensville County off Little Low Ground Rd Rt. 622.  The adjacent land is heavily posted, it is possible to pull off the road to view the pond.

SE- Fountains Creek – Greensville County

Latitude:  36.549

Longitude:  -77.368

Rt. 624 Steel Bridge Road (off Low Ground Road) Rt. 730.  This is a rough dirt road, there is a nice swamp at the end just before the one-lane bridge.  Note that Cerulean Warbler was found singing in this swamp during the 1991 foray.

SE – Meherrin River

Latitude:  36.571
Longitude:  -77.361

Rt. 730 (Low Ground Road) crossing at the Southampton County Line – Swainson’s Warbler has been reported from here.  There is a pull off on the Greensville County side.

Sussex County

Sector Designations.

NW – north of 40 west of 35

NE – north of 40 east of 35

SW – south of 40 west of 35

SE – south of 40 east of 35

NW - Belches Mill Pond 

Latitude:  37.005
Longitude:  -77.276

on the west side of Jerusalem Plank Road Rt. 35 – access is on Rt. 602 Cabin Point Road.  There is a small amount of parking just over the bridge.  The land is posted.  This is a nice little pond with hardwoods.

NE - Nebletts Mill Pond 

Latitude:  37.003
Longitude:  -77.22

on the north side of Nebletts Mill Road Rt. 626 west of Newville.  There is no parking immediately adjacent to the bridge, it is possible to pull off the road a little further west .

NE - Spring Hill Pond  

Latitude:  37.026

Longitude:  -76.998

- at corner of Walnut Hill Road (Rt. 614) and Spring Hill Road (Rt. 603), north of Rt. 460 between Waverly and Wakefield.  Very limited parking along the edge of Spring Hill Road (be careful, the road is very narrow).  Land is posted.  

NE – Blackwater River Bridge on Rt. 40

Latitude:  37.064
Longitude:  -77.059

 – can park on the northwest side of the road on the Sussex County side of the bridge

SW - Chub Sandhill Natural Area Preserve.
This is located along the Nottoway River in Sussex County and features a series of low sandhills and adjacent riparian wetlands.  According to the DCR site guide, it is prime nesting habitat for Prothonotary Warbler and Wood Duck.  More information including directions can be found at  http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/documents/pgchub.pdf and http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/site.asp?trail=1&loop=CTW&site=CTW07
SW - Honey Pond 

Latitude:  36.879
Longitude:  -77.227

– west side of Hunting Quarter Road (Rt. 632) – Rt. 632 is north of Peters Bridge Road, west of Chub Sandhill.  From Peters Bridge Road take Hickory Hill Road Rt. 608, this becomes Hunting Quarter Road Rt. 632.  The land is posted, it is possible to pull off the road across from the pond.

SE - Piney Grove - Access to this site will be by arrangement with the Nature Conservancy.  See www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/virginia/preserves/art4982.html It will be one of the sites that we will be surveying for Bachman’s Sparrow as well as Red-cockaded Woodpecker.

SE- Airfield Pond

Latitude:  36.91
Longitude:  -77.029

At the Airfield 4-H Center in Sussex County near Wakefield

http://www.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/airfield/index.html
Southampton County

Bellyache Swamp

This site is actually located in Southampton County just east of the Greensville County line.  Several interesting species have been reported from here in the past including Anhinga and Common Moorhen in 2007.  More information can be found at  http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/site.asp?trail=1&loop=CTW&site=CTW09
